Carcinoma of the hepaticopancreatic ampullar region: role of US.
Hepaticopancreatic ampullar tumors are so called because they are located at the confluence of the bile duct, pancreatic duct, and duodenum. Jaundice is an early sign of the disease and often leads to early diagnosis and favorable prognosis compared with other tumors that occur in this area. Of eight patients who underwent ultrasound (US) in the past 5 years, six (75%) were found to have tumor. The sizes of the tumors ranged from 1.6 to 2 cm. An intraluminal, polypoid mass in the distal part of the common bile duct was seen in four patients. In the other two patients, a sharply delineated mass gave rise to abrupt termination of the distal duct. Improved US resolution, more experience with this modality, and accurate diagnosis of these tumors with US will contribute to improved detection and prompt treatment.